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(CONTINUED)

FADE IN1 1

Darkness fills everything. The “CLICK!” Of a play button 
is heard. Static. Two voices suddenly come from a pre-
recorded message.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ok... March 25th. I am Officer 
Cook here talking to Ryan Sanders.

RYAN (RECORDED)
Yes, sir.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ok Ryan, Do you know why you are 
here?

RYAN (RECORDED)
Yes, sir.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Does anyone else know that you are 
here? 

Silence.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ryan.

RYAN (RECORDED)
No. None of them were tipped off.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Good, Then will move into the 
execution of Operation Ocelot 
immediately...

The TAPE RECORDER suddenly clicks off. Music begins.

INSERT: False Faces

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - DARK2 2

Suddenly, the “CLICK!” Of a pull string light causes the 
music to cease and causes the light of a single bulb to 
envelope the every wall of the dark room. Beneath this 
hanging light sits a wooden table.

A figure emerges from the darkness and stands over the 
table. DRAKE, 20’s, places a BRIEFCASE onto the table. 
From within the BRIEFCASE, DRAKE pulls out a MANILA 
FOLDER marked “Operation: Ocelot” as well as a TAPE 
RECORDER and lays each onto the table. 

(CONTINUED)
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DRAKE’s phone suddenly buzzes from within one of his coat 
pockets. DRAKE pulls out the phone and reads: Drake, have 
you made it in yet? - C

DRAKE ignores the message and drops his phone into 
another coat pocket. From another coat pocket, DRAKE 
pulls out a TAPE and places it into the TAPE RECORDER.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ok. March 22nd. Officer Cook here 
with... (Checks Paper) ...Ryan 
Sanders. So, do you have any last 
minute questions before we begin 
finalization of Phase 1?

DRAKE opens the MANILA FOLDER, and reveals four PHOTOS of 
different people. Each one is labeled with the name of 
the person. DRAKE picks up the photo of RYAN. Beneath 
RYAN’s face appears the message “DECEASED” scrawled in 
red ink. From the TAPE RECORDER comes:

RYAN (RECORDED)
Just one (Beat) Why me? Why only 
me? Why would you not select any 
of the others?

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
That was three questions Ryan. 
Choose one you would like me to 
answer.

RYAN (RECORDED)
(Exclaims) Why did you choose me? 

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Simple, you were the most loyal of 
the group

RYAN (RECORDED)
(Pause) But what about Adam?

There is silence from the TAPE RECORDER. DRAKE sets down 
RYAN’s photo and picks up the photo labeled “ADAM 
WILSON”. Again, there appears the word “Deceased” 
scrawled on the bottom of the photo. The TAPE RECORDER 
crackles again:

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
While Adam appears to have your 
level of loyalty, we both know 
he’s a little... slow.
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RYAN (RECORDED)
(Pause) Well what about Katie...

DRAKE puts down ADAM’s photo, and picks up the photo 
labeled “KATIE ANDERSON”, which bears the same message as 
the first two.

RYAN (RECORDED)
...We both know she’s smart and 
loyal.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Sure, but she lacks the same drive 
and determination that you have.

RYAN (RECORDED)
(Pause) And Lauren...

DRAKE moves to the last photo labeled “LAUREN VINNAR”. 
Here, we find the same message as the others.

RYAN (RECORDED)
...What’s wrong with her?

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Well... she’s just too... in-
experienced for a job like this. 
(Pause) Do you now understand why 
you were chosen?

DRAKE looks at LAUREN’s photo, a sense of longing in his 
eyes.

RYAN (RECORDED)
(Hesitantly) ...Yes.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Good. Any other questions?

RYAN (RECORDED)
No, sir.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Excellent, then let’s begin with 
breaking down phase one of 
Operation Ocelot...

The TAPE suddenly stops. DRAKE looks at the TAPE RECORDER 
in confusion. He pushes “PLAY” but nothing happens. DRAKE 
starts searching around the room, hoping to find any 
other clues.

CONTINUED: (2)2 2
3.



(MORE)

(CONTINUED)

4.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM FILING CABINET - CONTINUOUS3 3

DRAKE runs into the side of a FILING CABINET in the 
corner of the room. The echoing of the old metal causes 
DRAKE to wince in pain, but hold back a scream. The 
FILING CABINET appears to have two drawers, the lower of 
which has a lock on it. DRAKE tries the lower drawer 
first. To nobody’s surprise, it’s locked. DRAKE then 
tries the top drawer, and to his surprise, the cabinet 
slides open.

From within the drawer, DRAKE pulls out another MANILA 
FOLDER ,as well as a second TAPE that is labeled: PHASE 
ONE.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS4 4

DRAKE goes back over to the table and lays the new MANILA 
FOLDER down at on the center of the table. DRAKE then 
switches out the tapes and hits “PLAY”.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
Ok... March 28th, This is Officer 
Smith giving today’s update on 
Operation Ocelot. It appears that 
Phase One is successfully 
underway. Our first operative has 
infiltrated the Bulshka’s first 
location...

DRAKE opens the MANILA FOLDER and finds another photo of 
RYAN. This time, RYAN is seen wearing khakis, a polo 
shirt, nice shoes, and a necklace, with a knife on it, 
hanging around his neck.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
...We believe that we will be able 
to move into the next phase as 
soon as next week. Pending the 
operatives return from...

The TAPE crackles into silence. DRAKE moves past the 
photo and discovers a news headline that screams: LOCAL 
MAN FOUND DEAD IN SYNDICATE MEMBERS TRUNK, BULSHKA’S 
DYNAMO CALLS INCIDENT “COINCIDENCE”. Suddenly, the TAPE 
screams back to life:

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
This is Officer Cook giving an 
update into Phase One of Operation 
Ocelot. The current date is... 
April 4th. 

(MORE)
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It’s been a week since our 
operative was supposed to return. 
Some of the other operatives here 
are starting to get worried. So, 
I’m here with...

LAUREN (RECORDED)
(interrupts) Lauren Vinnar.

DRAKE looks at the tape in surprise.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Yes, yes. Please don’t interrupt 
me.

LAUREN (RECORDED)
Oh, sorry.

DRAKE stops what he’s doing and stands, listening to each 
word.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
That’s ok Lauren. Now, do you know 
why you are here?

LAUREN (RECORDED)
Maybe?

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
(Surprised) Oh? Really?

LAUREN (RECORDED)
Yeah... I think you guys need me 
to go save Ryan because he 
probably got caught by that crime 
syndicate and is being held for 
ransom... or something like that.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Well, he actually is being held 
for ransom. (nervous chuckle) I... 
I think...

Silence. DRAKE breaks from the tape recorder, and flips 
past the news clipping and finds a different photo of 
LAUREN as well. LAUREN is seen wearing a black dress, 
heels, and wears a matching necklace to that of RYAN’s 
around her neck.

LAUREN (RECORDED)
...(Politely) Anything else you 
need from me?
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OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Umm... (Checks Paper) Yes, since 
we are confident in your ability 
to succeed, we would like to take 
this opportunity to talk you 
through Phase Two of this 
operation. Starting with...

The TAPE suddenly shuts off. DRAKE looks over in 
surprise. He presses play, but nothing happens. DRAKE 
tries again. The TAPE stays silent. DRAKE turns back to 
the MANILA FOLDER and throws the photo of LAUREN aside, 
revealing a KEY taped to the backside.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM FILING CABINET - CONTINUOUS5 5

DRAKE takes the KEY off the photo and hurries over to the 
lower cabinet. The Lock doesn’t budge. DRAKE hits the 
side of the cabinet in frustration.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM FOOTLOCKER - CONTINUOUS6 6

DRAKE begins to search around the room for any other 
containers. He ends up tripping over a box in the pitch 
black darkness. Instead of screaming though, DRAKE holds 
his tongue again. Footsteps can be heard just beyond the 
wall as DRAKE holds his breath.

The footsteps disappear. DRAKE quickly scoops everything 
back into the box and returns to the table.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS7 7

DRAKE returns to the table at the center of the room. 
DRAKE dumps the contents of the BOX onto the table 
producing a third TAPE titled: PHASE 2, another 
collection of PHOTOS, NEWS HEADLINES, and an EVIDENCE 
BAG. DRAKE starts the TAPE.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
Ok so... we made it into Phase Two  
and... Oh shoot! I forgot the 
introduction. I’m Officer Smith 
recording on... (Checks calendar) 
April 18. So, Operation Ocelot has 
slightly gone awry. Phase one 
didn’t go as expected so we’ve 
scaled back operations going into 
Phase Two...
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DRAKE spreads the PHOTOS out over the table, and double-
checks the BOX to make sure there isn’t anything else 
hidden in it.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
...currently we think the Bulshka 
Syndicate hasn’t caught on to our 
new mole...

DRAKE inspects the PHOTOS closer, landing on one of 
LAUREN, were her face has been marked over with a red 
“X”, and a black line sits between her eyes. One of 
DRAKE’s tears splatters onto the photo.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
...In the event that she is found 
out, we have a second mole already 
in place to try and get the dirt 
on their Dynamo, Victor Bulshka.

DRAKE wipes his face and moves onto another photo, this 
one is of ADAM WILSON, he’s dressed similarly to the 
previous photo of RYAN but, appears much less enthused by 
the outfit.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
Hopefully either one will report 
back soon to give us the 
information we need to move into  
Phase Three and finally put 
Operation Ocelot behind us.

The TAPE goes silent. DRAKE looks at the photos. Then the 
TAPE RECORDER. DRAKE then takes the EVIDENCE BAG and 
looks at as the TAPE RECORDER screams back to life:

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
...(Shaky) So, umm... It’s May 
14th. Phase Two didn’t end how it 
was supposed too...

DRAKE dumps the contents of the BAG onto the table, 
revealing a line of bullet casings. Surprised, DRAKE 
quickly moves the photos aside to reveal a news headline 
that reads: TWO KILLED IN DRIVE-BY: DYNAMO CLAIMS 
SYNDICATE NOT INVOLVED.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
...most of us were not wanting to 
go through with Phase Three but... 
the higher ups over-ruled us...

CONTINUED:7 7
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DRAKE moves to the next headline which reads: POLICE 
CHIEF CALLS FOR END OF BULSHKA SYNDICATE.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
...I haven’t seen Officer Cook in 
a while... None of us have seen 
him in a while... Some of us at 
the station wonder if he quit in 
protest...

DRAKE moves to the final headline which screams: POLICE 
CHIEF FORCED OUT: EX-OFFICER REVEALS UNETHICAL PRACTICES.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
...hopefully he’s ok. Anyways, 
Phase Three is happening tomorrow 
so, we’ll have a final update next 
week... hopefully

The TAPE goes silent. DRAKE pushes the play button. 
Nothing. DRAKE tries again, more desperately this time. 
Still nothing. DRAKE slams his hand down on the table in 
frustration and goes to find any other clues.

The TAPE clicks to silence. A tear rolls down DRAKE’s 
cheek. 

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM FILING CABINET - CONTINUOUS8 8

DRAKE pulls on the handle of the filing cabinet. It 
barely budgets. With clinched teeth, DRAKE tries again, 
this time breaking open the lock and having the filing 
cabinet slide open. From within the lower cabinet, DRAKE 
pulls out a fourth TAPE labeled Phase Three: The END, and 
a sealed ENVELOPE.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS9 9

DRAKE returns to the table, clears a space for the new 
things, and places the final TAPE into the TAPE RECORDER. 
Pushing “PLAY”.

OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED)
(Terrified) It... it’s done. 
Operation Ocelot... is finished. 
Umm... (Beat) ...this is the last 
tape. The last... record of 
this... this (Beat) abomination. 
It’s done. I’m done! Today is May 
28th... 

CONTINUED: (2)7 7
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The day Operation Ocelot (Beat) 
died. I’m Officer Smith... signing 
off... for the final time.

The TAPE goes silent. DRAKE looks at the TAPE, then at 
the SEALED ENVELOPE. The front reads: DO NOT OPEN! DRAKE 
picks up the ENVELOPE, looks at the label for half a 
second, then rips open the top.

DRAKE dumps the contents of the ENVELOPE onto the table. 
A final NEWS HEADLINE and TAPE tumble out. DRAKE plays 
the final TAPE label: August 25th.

CHIEF VINNAR (RECORDED)
Ok. It is... August 25th. This is 
the first official recording that 
I, Chief Vinnar, will be having in 
regards to an (Beat) Operation 
Ocelot...

As the TAPE continues, DRAKE picks up the news headline 
which reads: BULSHKA REVEALED TO BE A SHAM: POLICE IN 
COORDINATION WITH TOP MEMBERS.

CHIEF VINNAR (RECORDED)
...A new plan to deal with 
possible repeat offenders in this 
city’s crime system. The plan 
appears to be partnering with a 
local crime syndicate to help 
build their notoriety by having 
these offenders try to go in and 
stop the crime syndicate. Do I 
have this correct?

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Yes sir.

DRAKE looks at the tape, a flash of anger in his eyes. 
DRAKE then starts to take eveything and stuff it into his 
BRIEFCASE.

CHIEF VINNAR (RECORDED)
(Shuffles Papers) Well, it looks 
to me like everything about this 
operation is solid and would 
definitely improve the crime 
situation here in the city...

DRAKE’s phone suddenly buzzes. He stops to read: Did you 
get the stuff? - Cook.

CONTINUED:9 9
OFFICER SMITH (RECORDED) 
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CHIEF VINNAR (RECORDED)
Therefore I hereby authorize this 
plan to go into effect and be 
headed by (Beat) Officer Andrew 
Cook.

The TAPE goes silent. DRAKE looks at his phone, then 
slams it down on the table. DRAKE finishes stuffing all 
the evidence into his BRIEFCASE. DRAKE begins to leave, 
when the tape suddenly spurts back to life:

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ok... January 10th, Officer Cook 
here with the finalists chosen for 
Operation Ocelot. I will be 
conducting short introductions 
with each member so that we have 
them on record for their reward.

DRAKE stops and listens to the tape.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
First up I have here... Mr. 
Sanders.

DRAKE turns and goes back over to the table. Drake then 
lays a PRESS ID on the table that reads: RYAN (DRAKE) 
SANDERS.

RYAN (RECORDED)
Yes Sir. Ryan Sanders.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ok Ryan, would you tell us why you 
are here today?

RYAN (RECORDED)
Court-ordered assignment. They’re 
let me have a parole hearing if I 
help the department bring...

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
(Interrupts) Alright Ryan, that’s 
enough information, we already 
know assignment for Operation 
Ocelot. We’ll move onto the next 
person.

DRAKE sighs as the TAPE falls silent for moment. DRAKE 
stares at his press ID, then at the TAPE. The TAPE starts 
up again:

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ok, I am here with...

CONTINUED: (2)9 9
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KATIE (RECORDED)
(Interrupts) Katie Anderson

DRAKE smiles at the sound of Katie’s voice.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
(Annoyed) Yes, thank you. Please, 
don’t interrupt me again.

KATIE (RECORDED)
Whatever.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Moving on, Katie would you tell us 
why you are a part of Operation 
Ocelot.

KATIE (RECORDED)
(Yawns) It was either help you fix 
this city’s crime problem, or 
serve twenty years at the state 
penitentiary.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Thank you, you may go.

DRAKE takes out folded photo from within a coat pocket. 
The PHOTO is all the operatives standing in an alleyway, 
smiling.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Third person. You are... Adam 
Wilson. Is this correct?

ADAM (RECORDED)
(Sniffs) Maybe.

DRAKE looks at the cocky demeanor of ADAM in the photo. A 
single tear escapes onto the photo as he continues to 
listen.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Good. Tell us why you’re here?

ADAM (RECORDED)
Don’t you guys already know?

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Yes, but we need it for the 
official records.

ADAM (RECORDED)
This is the official record?

CONTINUED: (3)9 9
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OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Yes.

ADAM (RECORDED)
(Scoffs) Ok. I was caught in a 
different sting operation a few 
months ago, and this was the 
more... free? I guess... option 
for my punishment.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Thank you, Adam.

The TAPE cuts to silence. DRAKE wipes his face again. 
DRAKE then folds up the photo and stuffs it into his 
pocket. DRAKE starts for the door once more when the tape 
screams to life for a final time:

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Final operative... Lauren Vinnar.

DRAKE freezes in his tracks, the entire room seems to go 
silent as LAUREN speaks.

LAUREN (RECORDED)
(Cheerfully) Yes sir

DRAKE reaches into his pocket and pulls his wallet out 
again, this time though, DRAKE pulls out a photo of him 
and LAUREN. The photo seems to be an engagement photo.

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
Ok Lauren, could you remind us why 
you are here?

LAUREN (RECORDED)
Volunteered for this operation. I 
felt that I wasn’t doing enough to 
help clamp down on this crime 
wave. So, here I am... executing 
Operation Ocelot.

DRAKE stares at the photo, his tears again fall onto the 
photo. 

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
(Chuckles) Indeed you are, thank 
you Lauren.

DRAKE turns over the photo revealing the message: WE WILL 
FACE THIS LIFE TOGETHER - L. The tape suddenly breaks 
repeating:
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OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
(Chuckles) Indeed you are, thank 
you Lauren.

DRAKE stares at the photo, his hands begin shaking in 
anger. 

OFFICER COOK (RECORDED)
(Chuckles) Indeed you are, thank 
you Lauren.

Suddenly, DRAKE drops the photo and lashes out at the 
TAPE RECORDER, picking it up, and slamming it onto the 
ground. The room is filled with silence, as DRAKE lens 
over against a wall, hot tears streaming down his face.

Nothing but DRAKES tears are heard for a moment. Then the 
tape recorder spills out:

LAUREN (RECORDED)
Volunteered for this operation. I 
felt that I wasn’t doing enough to 
help clamp down on this crime 
wave...

DRAKE continues to cry, as the photo of LAUREN and DRAKE 
sits on the floor.

LAUREN (RECORDED)
Volunteered for this operation...

The screen cuts to black

LAUREN (RECORDED)
Volunteered...

FADE OUT.

CONTINUED: (5)9 9
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